CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 

1 1 . A method for processing a one-to-one request from a client program to 

2 multiple instances of a server program over a protocol, said method comprising: 

3 transferring said request from said client program to a multiplexor; 

4 generating V plurality of instances of said request using said multiplexor, 

5 M^herein each of said instances of said request corresponds to a different instance 

6 of said server prograrn- 

7 transferring saiA instances of said request from said multiplexor to said 

8 instances of said server p^gram; 

9 transferring a plurality of responses from said instances of said server 

1 0 program to said multiplexor\ 

1 1 converting said responses to a uniform response; and transferring said 

1 2 uniform response to said client program. 

1 2. The method in claim 1 , furtheV comprising specifying target instances of 

2 said server program to form a fan out target list, to which said instances of said 

3 request will be transferred. \ 
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1 3. The method in claim 1, wherein said converting comprises selecting an 

2 operation to combine said responses. 



1 

2 
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4. The method\n claim 3, wherein said operation comprises one of listing said 
responses, aggregating said responses, adding said responses, preparing a subset of 
said responses, identifying a maximum of said responses, identifying a minimum 
of said responses, and averaging said responses. 



1 

2 



5. The method in claim 1 , wherein said multiplexor automatically creates said 
instances of said request. 



1 6. The method in claim 1 , whterein said client program, said instances of said 

2 server program, and said protocol arie unaffected by said method. 

1 7. The method in claim 1, wherein^aid unified response has an instance 

2 corresponding to said client program. 



1 
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8. A method of processing a request from a client program to multiple 
instances of a server program over a protocol,\said method comprising: 

modifying said request to create multipl\ instances of said request, each of 
said instances of said request corresponding to a Single instance of said server 
program; 
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# 0 

transferring said instances of said request to corresponding ones of said 
instances of said server program; and 

modifying and^ombining responses to said request from said instances of 
said server program to create a unified response. 



9. The method in claini 8, wherein a multiplexor ahers said request to comply 
with each instance of said server program. 



10. The method in claim 9, wherein said multiplexor automatically creates said 
instances of said request. 



1 1. The method in claim 8, furtherVomprising specifying target instances of 
said server program to form a fan out target list, to which said instances of said 
request will be transferred. 



12. The method in claim 8, wherein said converting comprises selecting an 
operation to combine said responses. 

13. The method in claim 12, wherein said operation comprises one of listing 
said responses, aggregating said responses, adding said responses, preparing a 
subset of said responses, identifying a maximum of said responses, identifying a 
minimum of said responses, and averaging said responses. 
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1 14. Themethod in claim 8, wherein said client program, said instances of said 

2 server program, land said protocol are unaffected by said method. 



15. The method ih claim 8, wherein said unified response has an instance 



to said 



2 corresponding to said client program. 

1 1 6. A method of using\computer program to process a one-to-one request 

2 from a client program to multiple instances of a server program over a protocol, 

3 said method comprising: 

4 using said computer program to transfer said request from said client 

5 program to a multiplexor; 

6 using said computer program to^generate a plurality of instances of said 

7 request using said multiplexor, wherein ekch of said instances of said request 

8 corresponds to a different instance of said strver program; 

9 using said computer program to transfer said instances of said request from 
10 said multiplexor to said instances of said server Vogram; 

^ 1 ^sing said computer program to transfer a murality of responses from said 

12 instances of said server program to said muItiplexor;\ 

13 using said computer program to convert said responses to a uniform 

14 response; and 

15 using said computer program to transfer said unifo^ response to said 

16 client program. 
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1 1 7. The mWhod in claim 1 6, further comprising using said computer program 

2 to specify targeUnstances of said server program to form a fan out target list, to 

3 which said requestywill be transferred. 

1 1 8. The method in^aim 16, wherein said using said computer program to 

2 convert comprises usingWid computer program to select an operation to combine 

3 said responses. \ 

1 1 9. The method in claim wherein said operation comprises one of listing 

2 said responses, aggregating saidyesponses, adding said responses, preparing a 

3 subset of said responses, identifyikg a maximum of said responses, identifying a 

4 minimum of said responses, and averaging said responses. 

1 20. The method in claim 1 6, wherem said multiplexor automatically creates 

2 said instances of said request. \ 

1 21. The method in claim 1 6, wherein said client program, said instances of said 

2 server program, and said protocol are unaffectedyby said computer program. 

1 22. The method in claim 1 6, wherein said unified response has an instance 

2 corresponding to said client program. \ 
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1 23. A program Wage device readable by machine, tangibly embodying a 

2 program of instructions executable by the machine to perform a method for 

3 processing a one-to-onb request from a client program to multiple instances of a 

4 server program over a protocol, said method comprising: 

5 transferring said request from said client program to a multiplexor; 

6 generating a pluraliW of instances of said request using said multiplexor, 

7 wherein each of said instances of said request corresponds to a different instance of 

8 said server program; \ 

9 transferring said instances of said request from said multiplexor to said 

1 0 instances of said server program;\ 

1 1 transferring a plurality of responses from said instances of said server 

12 program to said multiplexor; \ 

13 converting said responses to a uniform response; and 

14 transferring said uniform response to said client program. 

1 24. The program storage device in claim\23, further comprising specifying 

2 target instances of said server program to forrA a fan out target list, to which said 

3 instances of said request will be transferred. \ 

1 25. The program storage device in claim 23, wherein said converting comprises 

2 selecting an operation to combine said responses. \ 
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1 26. The prograA storage device in claim 25, wherein said operation comprises 

2 one of listing said responses, aggregating said responses, adding said responses, 

3 preparing a subset of said responses, identifying a maximum of said responses, 

4 identifying a minimum of^aid responses, and averaging said responses. 

1 27. The program storage device in claim 23, wherein said multiplexor 

2 automatically creates said instalices of said request. 

1 28. The program storage devicAin claim 23, wherein said client program, said 

2 instances of said server program, and said protocol are unaffected by said method. 

1 29. The program storage device in cMim 23, wherein said unified response has 

2 an instance corresponding to said client program. 

1 30. A multiplexor for processing a one-to\one request from a client program to 

2 muhiple instances of a server program over a piiotocol, said multiplexor 

3 comprising: \ 

4 a converter for generating a plurality of instWes of said request, wherein 

5 each of said instances of said request corresponds toV different instance of said 

6 server program; and \ 

7 a response combiner for converting said responses to a uniform response. 
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1 31. The multiplexor in claim 30, wherein said response combiner selects an 

2 operation to combine said responses. 

1 32. The multiplexorMn claim 3 1 , wherein said operation comprises one of 

2 listing said responses, aggregating said responses, adding said responses, preparing 

3 a subset of said responses, identifying a maximum of said responses, identifying a 

4 minimum of said responses, and averaging said responses. 

1 33. The multiplexor in claim sO, wherein said converter automatically creates 

2 said instances of said request upon retceipt of said request. 

1 34. The multiplexor in claim 30, wh^ein said client program, said instances of 

2 said server program, and said protocol are qnaffected by said multiplexor. 

1 35. The multiplexor in claim 30, wherein said unified response has an instance 

2 corresponding to said client program. \ 
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